
CLAIMS 



What is claimed is 


I Nsyt . A support arm for a heart stabilizer, comprising 
y/ a table mount; 




an arm coupled 


to said table mount; and, 


an end effecto:: coupled to said arm. 


2. The support arm of claim 1, wherein said end 
effector includes a spring biased retractable jaw member 
that moves relative to a stationary jaw member. 


SL 


3. The support arm/ of claim 2, wherein said end 


42 effector includes an ^jAi^Cment collar coupled to said 
3 spring biased retraqlfc&bUb jaw member. 

The support arm of claim 1, wherein said arm 
2 includes a locking knob. 


The support arm of claim 1, wherein said table 
2 mount includes a jaw and a table knob. 
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1 6. The support arm of claim 1, wherein said arm 

2 includes a first linkage, a second linkage coupled to said 

3 first linkage, and a third linkage coupled to said second 

4 linkage and said end effector. 

& ■ / 

1 71 . The support arm of claim y, wherein said first 

2 linkage is adapted to move relative to said table mount. 

,15. ^. The support arm of claim p, wherein said second 

SU linkage can move relative to said first linkage, said third 

2*3 linkage can move relative to said second linkage and said 

sis 

T4 end effector can move relative to said third linkage. 

I % 

jjL The support arm of claim 1, wherein said end 

M 

32 effector includes a channel. 

The support arm of claim 1, wherein said end 

2 effector includes a plate. 
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' The support arm of claim I4, further comprising a 

locking knob that can be manipulated to lock said first, 
second and third linkage arms. 

LB. The support arm of claim 21, wherein said table 
mount includes a jaw and a table knob. 

A method for coupling a heart stabilizer to a 
table, comprising: 

mounting a support arm to the table; 
adjusting a/position of the support arm; and, 
coupling ttye heart stabilizer to an end effector of the 
support arm. 

\/f . The method of claim ^6, wherein the heart 
stabilizer is coupled to the end effector by moving a 
retractable jaw member of the end effector. 

ytf. The method of claim y6 9 wherein a first person 
holds the heart stabilizer while a second person couples 
the heart stabilizer to the end effector. 
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1 Y9 J The method of claim LB J wherein a first person 

2 holds and couples the heart stabilizer to the end effector 


r 

The method of claim l£\ wherein the adjusted 


2 support arm is locked into an operating position, 
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yff a support arm /for coupling a heart stabilizer to a 
table, comprising: 

a table mount adapted to be secured to the table; 
a first linkage coupled to said table mount; 

i 

a second linkage pivotally coupled to said first 
linkage; 

a third linkage pfivotally coupled to said second 
linkage; and, 

an end effector pivotally coupled to said third linkage 
and adapted to be coupled to the heart stabilizer. 


12. The support 


that moves relative t 


arm of claim 11, wherein said end 


effector includes a spring biased retractable jaw member 


o a stationary jaw member 


13. The support arm ©£v claim 12, wherein said end 
effector includes an ad j $sWent collar coupled to said 


spring biased retractable jaw member, 


Atty Docket No. 155695-0112 

314557 -13- 

Express Mail Label No. EL489787542US 


BJY/jb 


